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May 31, 1988 

Mr. Myron 0. Knudson, P.E. 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Water Management Division (6W) 
Allied Bank Tower 
1445 Ross Ave. 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

Re: EPA Public Notice I Homestake Mining Co. NM0020389 

Dear Mr. Knudson: 
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I would like to bring your attention t o EPA's recently published public 
notice (May 21, 1988) rega rding the above NPDES permit . The notice responds 
to EID's comments regarding report submittal requirements . Specifically in 
issue no. 2, ident ified in ~ubli c noti ce, the EID is misquoted (c opy 
enclosed) as saying...__that it "does not wish to recei~ of aTi-B~s and 
all other reports required by Part III.D. and requests clarifica~i~of the 
language 'if applicable' " (emphasis added). I enclose a copy of the state 
certification for your referenc e and call your attention to item no. 4. The 
comment clearly indicates that the State "does want" to receive copies of all 
DMRs and all other reports ••• " (emphas is added ). 

The standard l anguage "if applicable" i s confusing and should be clarified. 
The language states "DMRs •.• and all other reports ••• shall be submitted to 
the Director and to the State (if applicable) at th e follow ing add ress(es) 
••• " but never spec ifies to the permittee whether or not the requirement is 
applicable in their permit. The correction could easily be made by removing 
the parenthetical phrase. 

I woul d apprec iate your correctiny the misstatement i.i the publi c notice . ! 
appreciate your cooperation in this mat te r. 

Sincere ly, 

~~7'n.~ 
Kathleen M. Sisneros 
Chief 
Surface Water Quality Bureau 

~closures 

cc~ack Ferguson, EPA Permits Branch (6W- P) 
Fred Humke, EPA Indus t ria l Permits Sect ion (6W-P I) 
Edward Kennedy, Homestake Mining Co . 
Richa rd Mitzelfe lt, EID Deputy Director 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

\.fij 1 ~ li I ~· J \', \i, \ill 
J LJ~I a 1988 



I Homestake Mining Company 

NM0020389 

Comments that are not Conditions of State Certification 

1. Page 2 of the Fact Sheet states, " ... after consultation with the State of Texas, ••. ". This facility is located in the. State of New Mexico. 

2. Part 1, Page 3 of the draft permit states, "The pH shall not be less 
than 6.6 standard units nor greater than 8.6 standard units and shall be monitored 1/week by grab sample." 
Fact Sheet, Page 3 states: 

pH limitations within the range of 6.6 to 8.6 S.U. are continued on the present permit limitations which were established by the New 
Mexico Environmental Improvement Division under New Mexico water 
quality standards. 

The State of New Mexico Water Quality Management Plan, Work Element 6, October, 1985, provides for a pH range of 6.0 - 9.0 standard units. 

3. Delete C. and D. of Part II, Page 1 and the {*2) footnote for chemical 
oxygen demand of Part I, Page 2 of the draft permit per Glenn Saums letter of February 4, 1986 (letter attached). 

Part III, Page 3, Section D.4. of the draft permit states: 
· Duplicate copies of the DMRs, signed and certified as required by 

Part III.D.11 and all other reports required by Part III.D. shall be submitted to the Director and to the State (if applicable) at the 
following address(es): 

Please clarify the language "if applicable." The State does want to 
receive copies of all DMRs and all other reports required by Part II.D. 

5. Public Notice, Page 2, states: 
The discharge from this existing uranium mine is made into San Mateo Creek in the Rio Grande Basin, a water of the United States 
classified for irrigation, 1 imited warmwater fishery, 1 ivestock and wildlife watering and secondary contact recreation. 

This stream segment is not classified, it is unclassified. 

6. Fact Sheet, Page 1, 4., states: 
Stream standards are: the general and specific stream standards are provided in "Water Quality Standards for Interstate and Intrastate Streams in New Mexico", New Mexico Water Quality Control 
Commission, February 15, 1985. 

The date for the recently approved edition is April 25, 1988. Change 
February 15, 1985 to April 25, 1988. 
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this 1s our response to the comments received on the subject draft NPVES 
permit 1n accordance with our regulations. 

Pennit fio-.: 

Permittee: 

facility Hame/locatfon: 

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS DRAfT NPDES PERMIT 

~0020389 

Draft Penn1t Public Nottce Dat~: 

Homestake Mining Company 
McKinley County. Hew Mexico 
March 26, 1988 Prepared by: 
Fffil Humke 

~~ 
NM£10 sug9ests that pH ltmttations be revised to within the range 

of 6.0 to 9.0 S.U. 
Response flo. 

EPA has made this change. 

h~lD states that it does not wish to receive coptes of all OMRs 
and al1 other reports required by Part IJJ~D· and requests clarification 
of the language ~if applicable•. 
Response No. 2 

should resolve what information, 1f any, 

HMEJO wishes to continue monttorfnq &nd reporting rtqulrements for 
total molybdenum, total selenfu$, lead-210, polonfum-210, barium and 
"anganese. 
Response Ho. 3 

These are refn£tated in the permit. 

IJ 
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JUN 1 7 1987 
l<lPL Y TO: 61J-P! 

: ~r. Jonn 1.. 1-'drh.r, ~.:~nl r-a 1 fla ntiger 
;:oml:., tu~c i! llli ng Cu,lpdrlj 
P.o. !..:ox 9L 
urilllt5 j dC:\-1 I':CX1 CO a70~(J 

i~t: : /ipp li cation fo r i~Pu[S Pemi t l~o . tJt,Q0203U9 

U~.::ttr flr . Parker: 

em . larch 11, F~t.:.7, U. S. i:-P/\ Hcgion G puhl i::.hco thP pol icy under rJhiCit 
ul l future IJPIXS pcrt':iit s \J ill be i ssued. 1hi~ pu licy entit l ed t!1c uThi rd 
t~ouncl Pol icy 11 5tuh·~ thi.rt no sour ce· \li 11 be all m.·u<l to eli :.chnryc any 
\Jast ,H·JJt t.: r wh i ch : 

1. Endctngors d (lr1nKinu ~1otc r supp l y; 

2. Hlrcat~n~ llumurt lt C!ul th thrvuHil aquati<. uiuaccur,lu lat i on; 

3. L.uuses instraaru ocut!! ot• chronic aquatfc Loxici ty; or 

4 . Vio l <.l~(JS "n upp l icfib l c Stat ;; t~clte r 4LI<lity standard . 

Coph.s of Utn pol icy attll i.ttphr:cntdt i on sLrategy are 'nclosed . Reg i on 6 
i ;. presentl y beyinninq to if.lph!ment th1s f·O l icy l>.Y ~::stab l 1sh1ng additional 
cond iti o,l:. in re issued f:PDL:.:.. pcrJ ."il.s. Tl.cse conditions include• l'vt.h spcdfic 
Clll'ii i cal 110ni to rino dnd bioi'loni toring in all cns~·s, nnd cf fluc~nt 1·111its 
~~t.t:re rtucc~ss.try , Resu1 ts ot t.i)t> t.IOI Ji t.ori n£.1 \,i 11 bt.! u~eCJ to del.c·nn i n~ 1 f 
additional or mo re strinycnt ct 11ucnt li 1~dts are necessary. 

Your W'i.JE.S pcn1H \ti 11 !.Ill r ei s.)ued \;ithitl th~ rn~xl.. l C r .• onth~, an-u \1i 11 
inc l ude the cons i dt:r.:Lticns und jJrcvis i ons di scussed dbove . Ti1t R<!g1on l!i ll 
LL conduct i n~J a scri us of \1ur~ 5t:ss i on5 Lo CXJJ 1 a in tlw nt..;J raqui r::uJCnt~ und 
t o tHIS \~c r all CJUest ions. Tile St'5s 1on in j'OUr ar<;rl \·d ll be at Rou.t 341 of 
th~ t-Jpitol l!ll il oinq in .)(.lnta Ff.:, N< .. ~~ i"cx ico on June; 30, E~n . Th(; sess ion 
t-~ ill stltrt at 9:30 uhl afld shoul o end by 12:00 noon. ~/u request yuur ti'tt<mdancf' 
b..:cctusu thi~ will Ll.'l an cxcc.llcmt i-:Jrut.l for us Lo oiscuss tJ-,cs~ m.~·· conditio11S. 



UN ITEr ' ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ··E NCY 

lhe Region is looking torl•/a l'd to work ing with you ·in deve l op ing and 
di scussing the necessary concerns of your next pennit. If you have any 
questions, pl ease contact me or James Pendergast or Craig Weeks of n~ staff 
at (214) G55-71UO. 

Ken neth h.D. 
Ch i ef 
Indust ri al Permits Section (61·!-PI) 

Enc l osur es 

cc: Gl enn Saun1s 
r~ew 11exico Env ironmental lntprovcmcnt Divi sion 

bee: Reading File (6W-P ) 
Craig We ek s (6W-PI) 

c.{/. tl f((l7 
6/15/87:WEEKS (6W-PI) :TN:H -13#25:#474 

CONCURRENCES 

'YMBOC ~····· · ···· ··· . . •• , .•.. . ..•. . •..• , .. ...•...••.• • •. , • • .•• • • . .•••••••• , •.• • ••••.• . .•• • .. , .... ........ .. . .. , •• • •• •.•••..•... , ..••. . .••..•. ..• . 
SURNAME 

.... .... ... ....... ······ ··········· ········· ····· ······ ···· ············ ......... .. ..... . · ········· · ·· ·· ·· ··· · ·········· ·· ··· · ·········· · ··· ···· 
DATE ~ 

EPA Form 1320-1 (1 2-70) OFFICIAL FILE COPY 

•u.s. Gro, 1986- 159- 319 



( 
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 98 

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 

87020 

CERTIFIED MAIL: P 996 443 609 

Ms. Jayne Fontenot, Chief 
Permits Issurance Section (6W-PS) 
u.s. Envirorurental Protection Agency 
Region VI 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202 

Re: NPDES Permit No. NM0020389 

May 15, 1989 

Horrestake Mining Corrpany of California 

Dear Ms . Fontenot: 

This is to certify that Mr. Fredrick R. Craft, Operations 
Superintendent, Hones take Mining Company, P. 0. Box 98, Grants, New 
Mexico 87020, is the new duly authorized Principa l Executive Off icer 
responsible for the corrpliance of the conditions outlined within the 
above referenced permit. Mr. Edward E. Kennedy, at the sarre address, 
has the authority to sign the DMR' s as Mr. Craft's Authorized Agent. 

Operations Superintendent 
Edward E. I<ennedYJ 

Director of Environmental 
Affairs 

Very truly yours, 

Ha.ffiSTAKE MINING C'a@ANY 
by: 

.Q .s.~~ 
Allen S. Winters 
Vice-President, Mine Operations 

M ~\Y 2 2 1g89 

t)V\/-PS 


